Science 
9th Grade Earth System

Mr. Kindrick – Room 75  

School Phone:  (801) 489-2880  

     E-Mail:  david.kindrick@nebo.edu  
 Mr.Kindrick’s Class Website:  http://my.uen.org/84598
Schools Website: http://sjhs.nebo.edu/
Districts website: http://www.nebo.edu 
Welcome

Welcome to 9th grade Earth Systems!  We are going to have a great semester together while we learn not only about the principles of science, but also about how to think, reason, analyze and solve problems better.  We are going to learn about the Big Bang, Earth evolving environment, gravity, hydro cycle and atmosphere.  

 
The things you learn this semester will help you in your other classes and in future science classes. Many times during the course of the semester we will answer the question, “When am I ever going to use this?”  The answers may surprise you and will even give you better ideas about what you can do in the future.  We will also learn about other things that will help you be successful in school and in life.  When you apply yourself, work hard and have a positive attitude, you can accomplish anything.  Success in anything only follows one thing and that’s Hard Work.  

What You Need to Bring to Class Each Day
 Planner, pencil, paper and appropriate textbook and notebook
Student Expectations

Springville Junior High School is a Peaceable School.  As a student at Springville Junior High, you are expected to show respect to teachers, staff, other students and the school through your words and actions.

1. You should be IN your seat and prepared with needed materials and homework when the tardy bell rings.

2. You should be quiet, courteous and speak only when appropriate.
3. You should ONLY have out on the table what we are working on in class.

4. You are responsible for all information presented in class and for following teacher directions immediately.

* This includes turning in your work on time and in the correct location.

5. You should focus on the educational task at hand and keep yourself positively engaged.

Work Habits

“Student behavior should have a positive influence on the learning environment of the school.”  I believe in this District policy statement and I also believe in you and your ability to make the learning environment a good one for all students.  Please understand that your work habits can positively or negatively affect those students around you. Work Habits (which includes attitude, behavior and participation) will make up 10% of your grade.

Positive Consequences

When you choose to keep and follow the Student Expectations and class rules, there are positive consequences. You will learn better and have the satisfaction of doing a great job.  The school provides many positive consequences for those who choose proper behavior, such as special recognition or special events. I will also look for opportunities to reward you for your good efforts: give special favors and extra credit. Each instance of good behavior will positively affect your citizenship grade. 

Negative Consequences 

You fix it warning: This is your chance to fix the mistake, Mr. Kindrick fixes it: loss of participation points, 

Your parents fix it: I will contact your parents and solicit help from them. Administration fixes it: Assistant Principals will be asked to help out.
Attendance Policy

Absences - Science is a difficult subject for some students and if you miss class activities, it’s difficult to get caught up. I do understand that sometimes you may not be able to attend class.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to come see me either before or after class for the information you missed. You have two days for each day you were absent to make up your assignments for full credit. For missed test you will have 1 week from the time you return to school to make up your missed test. I will be more than willing to work with you.

Tardiness - You are expected to be in your seat and ready to go to work when the bell rings.  If you come in late, do not disturb the class.  Just hand me your note and find your seat quietly.  I will follow the school policy with regards to being tardy. The best practice is just to be on time.

Grading Policy

You earn your own grade.  I do not grade on a curve, but grade according to your completion of assignments that will test your mastery of the concepts in Earth Systems.  Grades are calculated based on scores from the following:

· Journal – “Bell Ringer” activities, class notes, journal entries, lab notes, etc.

· In-class assignments and homework, including current events

· Test/Quizzes


· Participation in class and other activities and work habits

•
Extra Credit (At the end of the term, 1/3 of a grade can be earned only if all assignments are turn in. Any un-used Hall Passes or Oops Cards can be turned in at the end of the term for extra credit.)

All grades are assigned based on the following scale:

93 – 100%
A

74 – 76.9%
C




90 – 92.9%
A-

70 – 73.9%
C-




87 – 89.9%
B+

67 – 69.9%
D+




84 – 86.9%
B

64 – 66.9%
D




80 – 83.9%
B-

60 – 63.9%
D-




77 – 79.9%
C+

0 – 59.9%
F

Weighting:  Your grades will be weighted as follows:  Tests (25%), Assignments and Quizzes (including daily Kick-Offs and other Lab Notebook work) (65%), A or B work includes complete sentences and lucid detail in your work. C work includes legibility in your writing with better than average grammar spelling and punctuation. 

Work Habits (10%). This includes time on task, attitude and behavior.
Make-Up:  If you miss an assignment or test because of an excused absence, you will be allowed to make it up with no penalty.  If you miss an assignment or test because of an unexcused absence, you will not be allowed to make it up.  If you do not complete the work on time, you will receive 50% credit for completed work. You will be given 2 OOPS cards per term. These cards can be used to turn in completed late work for full credit.
Extra Help 

I am available before school each day from 7:00 - 7:50 a.m. and after school each day from 2:30 - 5:00p.m.  Occasionally, I may have teachers meetings or other commitments, but I will let you know in advance.
Videos: I will use video clips to help illustrate points. Some clips are from recorded TV shows, and are usually under 3 minutes in length. Seinfeld, Simpsons, Ghostbuster are a few of the shows all of which have been edit for content. In addition, I may show other videos, October Sky, Finding Nemo, and an edited clip of Twister, where appropriate in our science curriculum. Video are G or PG rated. If there are any concerns please contact me.

Conclusion

It is possible for every student who attends my class to be successful.  Your success, however, will be based on the effort you put forth.  In other words, it is your choice to pass or fail this class.  Make this a great school year.  Make new friends.  Learn a lot.  Grow a lot.  I trust you.  I have confidence in you.  I want you to be successful.
Keep for Your Personal Folder, Fridge, Wall etc… 

Please return this portion signed saying that you have read and understand what is listed.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I understand Mr. Kindrick’s and the school’s expectations for this Earth Systems Science course. 
Parent’s Signature _________________________________     Student’s Signature _____________________________

                                                                                Print Student’s Name ______________________________

9th Grade Earth Systems                                Mr. Kindrick’s Daily Schedule


Mr. Kindrick’s Contact Info.			  	1st Period       8th gr Science     


						  	2nd Period      8th gr Science        


E-mail: david.kindrick@nebo.edu   	  	3rd Period      9th gr  Science     Class website: � HYPERLINK "http://my.uen.org/84598" ��http://my.uen.org/84598� 	4th Period       9th gr Science        


School Website: � HYPERLINK "http://sjhs.nebo.edu" �http://sjhs.nebo.edu�            Lunch Duty	          	      


6th Period      8th  gr Science      7th  Period     8th  gr Science 
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